‘ |
cs 205 086
. ot

Richstad, Jimg Bnaemeka, Tony _
) evs Proa Hovhere: Sources of International News in
the Pacific Islands.
908 DATE Aug 79
iorz ‘ 33p.: Paper presented at the Annual Neeting of the
- , Association for Bducation in Journalisa (62nd,
Houston, Texas, August 5-8, 1979)

~BDRS PRICE 3!0119002 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS” Area Studies: Content Analysis: Developing lationsz
Poreign Countries: *Iaperialiss: Information
Disseaination: *Information Sourcess: International
Relationas Journalisa; Nass Nedias *Media Research:
sNewspapers: *News Reporting: Political Influences -

IDENTIPIERS *Gc\ltunq (Johan) ; *Pacific Islands -
ABSTRACT - ' : ‘ BN

A study wvas undertaken to examine the sources of '
intefnational nevs in the Pacific Island press in the light of J. s

' Galtung's structural theocry of isperialisa and to explore the

" velationship betweep the remoteness and isclation of the Pacific
press and its sources of nevs. The Galtungian concepts of

- center-periphery and ddoainance-dependency were related to sources and
conditions of resoteness. A content analysis of 32 nevspapers vas

- conducted--20 from the Pacific Islands and 12 from the Pacific Ria
countries of North Aserica and Asia. Bleven coding categories were
‘used and the space of each ites was measured, a headline/summary vas

., recorded, and advertising and "nevshole® were measured. In all, 4,710
international news iteas were coded from 162 issues of the
nesspapers. The resulting data were consistent with ¢the Galtungian
construct that the fliow of news will be froa the center to the
periphery and that the center countries, partliiularly those with

_historical colonial ties, will predoainate as sources in the
reriphery press. An additional f£inding was the general lack of "“cross

" blec" use of sources--the “British/Australian Pacific® used British
sources, the "American Pacific® used Upited States sources, and the
Prench areas dopandod on Prench sources. (FL)
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! News From Nowhere: Sources of Internatiomal News
In the Pactfﬁf Islands Press

Two aspects of the flow of international news are.axaniaed in this
paper. First, the sougcé; of news are viewed in a Galtungian ftamzpork
of ceater-periphery and doaigggce-dependeacy@ and, seéond, the effeqt of
remoteness and isolation pn’ggwa souzxces and Qlternative-naans of obtain~
ing news'a:e.examinod. A related aspect examiyes thé difficulties of
using source as a category in 1n:e;national flow studies. The data used
in the paper are from a two-year study. , Several other aspects of the
study have been reported separately.} . e

Sources of news in international communication are important indicators
fof flow éxamination in the Galtungian framework. and provide a useful
analytic tool for many of the criticisms of flow'ra%sed by Third World
countries and others over the past several years.

’ Remo;eness and isolation from the main communication centers ige
characteristic of many developing countries, and the Pacific Island; in
particular present tﬁeae characteristics. The farther a newspaper is from
the main communication centers, the less is the degree of specifici€§ of
sources. Persons and communities at the more remote edges of the world
communication system know léss and less about the news process that informs
tﬁem, and about the social and polifical context of the news. People in
remote‘areas may know the headlines but are not likely to know the significant
details of the social process behind them.?®

The source of news is a traditional content analysis category in flow
ofcnews studies, and reveals the extent of reliance on particular sources,

¢
with a focus on the major transnational news agencies. Such an examination
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shows the structure and ppdéeas of Gb:ld news flow systems. Data for this -
paper conn £rcu a s:udy of the press in the Pacific Basin, and thus provide

an analyeis of an entire region, sonething most studies do not provide.

The Pacific Islands* press faces all the familiar difficulties of the
press ih developing couatries, as outlined by Sommerlad and\others.3 In

"addition, the isolation and reﬁoteneaa in the facific are unmatched, and

unique forms of news flow in the Islands have dc&eloped.'

‘ The Study _ . -

The Flow of News study of the Pacific Basin press was undé}take;'t;
provide data on basic.questions concerning the international flow of news.
The overall study was intended to provide.through content analysis and
other methods data for the internatiznal discussions concerning inter-
national communication policy and flow of news, and particularly to address
the criticisms of news flow in Third World countries and elsewhere.

The study measured and m&fped the flow of news within the Pacific
Islands, between the Islands and the Pacific Rim countries and the rest
of the world, and between the dzveloped and developing Rim countries. The
study focused on the size and nature of ;he flow, the supplier or source
of internationa% news articles, the subject matter and news structure,
and the focus by country of where the news occurred, whe?e it was reported
from, and which’countries were reported:

Thirty-two newspapers are 1néiuded in the content analysis--20 from

the Pacific Islands and 12 from the Rim countries of North America and

Asia.** The geographical area covers the mandated area of the East-West

*Included here are the islands of Micronesia, Polynesia and Melanesia.
New Zealand and Australia are considered Pacific Rim countries.

#%Seq Appendix A for countries and newspapers in sample.
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.f ey Ceater.\ The study period was Navenbar 1-7, 1976, which intentionally

"included :ho U.8. presidential eledtion. Eleven coding categories were
used, aadxtha space of each item was measured, a headline/summary was

recorded, dnd_advertiaing and "newshole" were measured. In all, 4710 inter-

hgzzibnal news items were coded from 162 issues of 32 nawspapefs. Several
a

ects 3?7550 study have been reposted, as noted.
o \Por ptudy purposes, "The source is defined as the supplier of the
article to tie: ‘newspaper. ‘It is mot the person who related the informa-
tion to the Teporter or news agency." The coding categories provided
for "Own Newspaéer Correspondent (local or foreign)," the various news -?
agencies and cénhinations of aéencips. and'other §6ufces, to be specified

.

by name. If the coder could not deteggéga'what the source/supplier was,
he was instructed to c?de it as “Uns;;tad."

“Ig;ernational news" is defined in the study as any item of more than
pass{;;'reference ﬁo events or peréona in other countries, to international

dr‘regional organizations, or to foreign actors within the country of pup~-.

1ication.?

Sources of News
Sources of news are indicators of two aspects of flow. One aspect,
tied closely to the purpose of the overall study, was to determine the
sources of news for the Pacific Islands press; The theoretic#l interest

for this is found by using a Galtungian frame?ork for examination of the

-data. A second aspect relates to the practical interest in the effect

of remoteness on communication--in the Pacific Islands case, it means examin-
ing to what extent the sources of news are identified to the readers of the
press. Of related interest are the means by which Pacific Island editors

“
obtain news. Alternative sources for Island editors, discussed below,

H
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relate to the concepts of horizontai and vertical news flows, aﬁd otﬁer
questions raised in the Galtungian framework. ’
Althéugh_several aspects of Galtung's work relate to the structural
aspeéfs of 3ioba1 communication patterns, h1§ analytical constructs of
"center-periphery" and-"domi;ance~dependency" are particularly relevant
to our study. Tyeae have been detailed elsewhare.s
. Qne conatrhét deals with the control of the najog instruments of com-
munication production, such as news agencies and nadiﬁ and trained personnel

and understanding of press system operationg. Galtung also says center

dominance is maintained in communication through "feudal networks of com-

‘munication" based on systems established during colonial periods. Both of

these constructs can be examined with source data.

One resson for the predominance of center news in the world system,

.- for example, can be explained by looking at the suppliers of that news--

predominately owned and home-based in center countries. And the "feudal
networks'" can be traced through examination of sources and ties with former
colonial countries. Galtung would also expect the center-periphery news

exchange ratios to he negative contra the periphery, and there would be

'few horizontal periphery?periphery sources in the news flow, and even less

source use between different colonial-structured blocs of periphery nations.

These expectafions from Galtung's constructs are examined here through

source data. Such examination using location of news events dgta Qere

generally consistent with Caltung's constructs at the level of presentation.6
Galtung also notes that periphery nations can change the patterns by

creating horizontal patterns and thus break down the feudal networks.

One clear example presented below is the use of satellite news exchange to

break the colonial bloc patterns by servicing horizontally across blocs.

Other emerging patterns are also noted.
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“News from Nowhere." The concept of "naws.(toi novhere" in this
’ v
study was developed when the data showed that 29.4 percent of agll the inter-
national news in the Island press did mot have an identifisble or stated

. source in the article. That is, almost one in three articles on interna-

tional uews did not.tell the reader who supplied the news--it was Just theré
in the uewspaperiwith no indication of source. Obviously, there is a vary-
ing degree of awareness of the likely sources of news that is not attributgd
to’'a supplier, among editors, readers and obeervers.7

Although "own correspondent” is listed below as an identified source,

it presents coding difficuliies similar to "unstated." Many of the unstated

-and own correspondent articles may, in fact, have been supplied by trans-

national agencies, been & combination of items from various gources, may

have been taken without credit from radio services or other publications,

and so on. Even where a transnational news agency is identified as the
source, it is not dlua&s clear where the transnational secured the item.

The study data turned up a variety of hyphenated sources, such as AFP-Reuters,
or UPI-Kyodo. The Australian Associated Press shows up as a source in Papua
New Guinea and Fiji, but it receives most of its international news from
Reuters, Associated Press aud United Press International.

Coder reliability can be at 90 percent in the source ca egory but
there are still many concerns and the need to go deepgp into he unstated
and own correspondent items as well as the combined dispatches.

Iéentified Sources. The greatest number of identified sources of
foreign news in the Pacific Island press—-both weeklies and dailies~-was
“"own correspondent." That label means in most cases a locally written
story by the newspaper reporter concerning a visitor, conference involving

other countries, or statements by the government about other countries. It

7



could algo be a story from several external sources written by a local
reporter and considered "her story." Under the study's definit;on of
'ihtﬁrnational veys, .these qualify an international neba.a These coﬁprisg
about ons-quartei of the international news items. There was & sharp ¢ ..
ference,howaver; between the daily and more remote weekly press. In the
daily press, as noted in Table 1, "own correspondent" was 16.5 pex cent,
whilg in the non-daily press, it was 56.4 percent.

The next largest identified supplier of international news is the
Associated Press, followed closely by the United Press International. These
two transnational suppilers of news were the only ones of any significance
overall in the Pacific Islands, although Reuters, ihrough links with the
Australian Associated Press (AAP), was-an important supplier in two Pacific
Island countries--Papua New Guinea and Fiji.? And, as described below,
Tiji is a central news center or 1n£erchange in the Pacific, especially
for the smaller newspapers in the British bloc, through a "newspaper ring,"
As the source for most news in the "American Pacific" came érom AP and
UfI, the source for most news in the "British Pacific" came through Reuters
and its partnership with AAP and the Néw Zealand Press Association.lo " As
a practical matter, however, it is difficult without on-spot observation
" to tell how much of the AAP report to Papué New Quinea and Fijifis from
Reuters or qther transnationals (this is another dimension of "news from
nowhere" but is not examined here). In the "French Pacific," the predomi-
nant sources of international news from the outside were AFP and French
publications and broadcasting services. The French sources did not sﬂbw
up in the content analysis but were identified from other sources and
interviews conducted by a study project member., This clear bloc pattern
can be seen from Table 1 and through study interview data with Pacific

editors and news directors. ol
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Table 1. Major Sources of International News Pacifsentslanda*

- ' : N=1278 N=326 " N=1604

Source . Daily Non-Daily - Combined
Ovn correspondent (local or special) 16.5(211)  56.4(184)  24.6(395)
Associated Press (AP) 17.4(223) 0.3(1) 14.0(224)
United Préss International (UPI) 16.6(212) 2.5(8) 13.7(220)
Australian Associated Pregs (AAP) 8.8(113) - 7.0(113)
AAP-Reuters 3.9(50) - 3.1(50)
Microqpaiaﬁ News Service (MNs) 0.3(4) 5.2(17) 1.3(21)
Gannett News Service 1.4(18) - 1;;(18)
Glen Wright Clipping Service - 4.9(16)" l.06) -
No Souree Given - 29.3(375)  29.4(96) 29.4(471)

(Percentage: given first, frequencies in parenthesis)
Excluding the ﬁonqlulu newspapers from the Daily listing of sources for
intéinational news increases own correspondent to 18.2%, AAP to 11.4% and
AAP-Reuters to S.lx, énd drops AP to 16.3% and UPI to 11.12. No source

given increases to 33.3%.

Each newspaper in the sample was independently coded by two trained.
coders. Reliability was at 90 percent for the sample newspapers on the
source data. To further improve the level of reliabil}ty, & third coder

reconciled the two independent sets of coding.

*Other sources for internatiunal news for the Pacific Islands press combined
for the study period, all with less than 1% of the items, are: Reuters, Agence
France Presse (AFP), Times W’ -e Service, Les Nouvelles Caledoninnes, Indian
Correspondent Service, Gemini News Service, France Soir, Le Point, L'Express,
Washington Post, New York Times News Service, Newhouse News Service, Toronto
Globe and Press, Daily Yomuri, Rolling Stone, Star-Bulletin, Boston Glebe,
Daily Express (London), Christian Science Monitor, National Geographic,

Copley News Service, Fiji Times, Paris Match.

)
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While AP and UPI dominated the sources, the items supplied veré
\ primarily published in three newspapers--the two Honolulu dailies and the
' " Gusm da:l.ly. UPI was the eacluaive supplier of the Daily Bulletin in Avleri~
can Sanoa, as wvell. By excluding the two Honolulu metropolitan dailies,
the total percentage for AP and UPI in the daily Pacific press drops from
27.7 to 22 percent. Of the reduced total, the Pacific Daily News (Guam) ]'
accounted for most of the AP and more than half og the UPI etories. So,
.as noted, while transnational news agencies supply'h ‘good deal of the inter-
N national news to the Pacifig press, the use of it is highly concentrated
in five newspapers--the PNG Post-Courier, the Fij%-rimes. the anolﬁlu Star-
Bulletin, the Hoﬁglulu Advertiser, *nd the.PJEif:c Daily News. AFP, while
it supplies the "Freanch Ppcific," through tel ervice,l1 does not show
up on the sources, apparently because they either were not credited or used
duiing thélsanple period the .Tahiti Depéche. Table 2 shows the sourcéa
by na{q(’;ews agencies for the daily press. In the pon-daily press, only

the ﬂicrgpesian Independent and the s;moa News cradit any of the trans-

national agencies as sourcgﬁ. and then with only 2 few articles.

10
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l‘algl.e- 2. Major News 'Ageacy Sources Pacific Island Daily Press *
K \ A RN ) ] AP  AAP-Reuters
Cook Islands News - 1) - -
_La Depeche . 0.7(1) - - -
P31 Tdmes. . - - | 20.3(36)  28.2(50)
La France Australe - | - | - -
Honolulu Advertisert* 9, | K 67.4(87) - -
Eonolulu Stg-nulletin* 39.4(63) 9.4(15) “ o= -
Pacific Daily News* 53.2(159) 22.7(68) -,
PNG Post CBurier "\ - Lo 68.8(77) -
News Bulletin - + 53.9(41) - .
(Percertages given ﬁ.rst frcequencies in ,parenthesis) L

The division bet:waen American and Australian-nritish sources is
clear. What may be a break in this pattern is the effort by UPI to establish
servicé to Fiji. Qualitative Q.daza from French Pé»lyneaia indicatns that the

l
source division by blocs holc}r for the "French Pacific" as well.
: N

|

-

*Note that articles about the United States are considered international news
in the Guam Pacific Daily News. In the Honolulu papers, they are not.
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Island end Rim Nev:paper Sources

! h )

Differences in sources of news can help differentiate press sygtems,

and a comparison of the sources -f‘.’i _the Rinm country newspapers in the study

and the Pacific Island newspapers ahow-bqsh similarities and differences. ' '

In the qase.of the Pacific Island daily and weekly press, some differences
within a regional press system are larger lthan those between :egional
systems. ) '

] \ .
' The data on sources from the flow of news. study are presented in

’

‘_ Table 3. Comparisons of sources will be made between the industrialized

' or developed countries and the developing countries of the Rim, bebwnen

!

e Rim countries and the Pacific countries, and between the Pacific daily

! f
|

and weekly preae. _ K !

Rinm Sources. In all, there are'nh sources of news, in additiou to
the newspapers "own correspondent," in the Rim countrie- press. Own cor-
respondent is the leading source ;;\1nternational news in the Rim countries,
with 34.2 percent. 4s with the Island press, many o£ these snories are
locally originated, although sévenal‘hf the larger Rim country pnpers in
the study have their own svstems of foreign correspondents. The next
highest category of source was "ungtated," at 15 8 percent. The first
transnational nevs supplier was the Associated Prgps at 14 percent, fol-
lowed by Reuters, 7.9 percent; Agence é;ance Presse, 6.3 and United Press
International, 5.5 pergent. , The fonr largest transnational agengiés
accounted for one-thind of the sources.

Combining the own c%frespondent, Big Four Agencies, and unstaged

sources, the total I{c¢r the Rim countries is 83.7 percent, with much of the

.rest_cnning from national news agencies.
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k N-2033
Source : Deveoloping Developed
‘ Ogu_Co;reapﬁgffn? , 29.8(320)  36.4(741)
L « Asgociated Press : 11.2(120) 15,5(315)
- Reuters-~ - ] 6.2(63)' 8.7(£77)
Agence France Pr;sse (combined |
with NZPA-AFP) . 7.2(77) 5.9(120)
i United Press‘International' 5.0(55) _ 5.8(117)
" New China News Ageﬁc& ‘ C 14.1(151)‘ -
New Zealand Press Assoclation ‘ - ‘2.6(52)
Canadian Press - 1.7(35)
, . No Source Given : 14.5(156) .‘16.5(335)

Table 3. Major Sources .of Internatigyll News* = Rim Countries

~ N-3106
Combined

e

34.2(1061)

14, 0(335)
7. 9(240)

. 6.30197)
5.5(170)
4.9(151)
1.7(52)
1.1(35)

15.8(491)

, (Percentages arﬁ presented firh&. with frequencies in p&renthes;a;}

*0ther sources for international news for the Rim countries press combined,
all with less than 1X:-of the items, are:- Kyodo, Times Wire Service, Wash-
ington Post, New York Times Service, Australian Times, Newsweek, Finan-
cial Times, Daily Yomuri, Chicago Daily News, Guardian (Manchester), London
Times, Tanjug, Samachar, Pakistan News Agency, Central News Agency, Pan
Asian News Agency, International Herald Tribune, TASS, DPA-JIJI, Le Monde,
"Toanipposhi (Korean newspaper), Australian, Bangkok Post, Sun News Dis-

patch, Fieffer (Field News Syndicate), Winnipeg Free Press. London

Observer, World Cable Service, Deutsche Bank, Barclays Bank Trust, Societe
Generale de Bangul (London), Daily Telegraph, Globe & Mail, Naeway (Korean

news agency), New York Times, Hapdong, Orient Press, Tong Yang.

-
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in 8 breakdown between the developed and developing countries* in the

Rim countries, the d'gveloﬂinz countries used' 33 sources for international
news, in add1t169 ;o;own correipoudent, with the developed countries using

40 ;éurcisf” Hdb;ver.hnost of the sources in both developing and developed
Rim country nauspaﬁers contributed verf little to the overall totals. %n

the developing countries, 23 of the 33 sources contributed 0.5 percent of
the‘drticles (frequency 1-5). About 83 percent of the articles used re- -
sulted from four souf;es!-own correspondent, and unstated. In the developed
press, the figure is 88.8, gfd all the four outside sources were trans-
national news agencies (the Big Four). N
. Own correspondent, unstated, and then the Big Fo#r agencies came in
order;aa sources for the developed 'countz_'fes. In the -develop:l.ng countries,
owﬁ correspondent, unstatéd a;:‘New China News Agency12 were followed by

the Biﬁ Four. The Associated Press substantially headed the list of trans-
ﬁational auppliers of news in'boLh the &eveloped and developing countries .

4

"in the sample. .
By larger groupings, thé®Rim country sources are, roughly.‘as follows:
Big Four news agencies, 34 percent; Own COrreapondent.'34 percent; Smaller
News Agencies and Services, 14 perceént; Un;tated, 16 percent.
In the‘Paéific newspgfers. the larger groupings are thé Big Four news
agencies, 30.7 percent; Unstated, 29.4 percent; Own Correspondent, 24.6
"percent; Smaller News Agencies and Services, 10.4 percent.
¢ Further comparisons between elements of the Rim and Pacific newspapers

can be seen in Table 4. The Rim newspapers show much more consistency in

:: ’ sources than the Island press, which includes weekly newspapers.** The

*See Appendix B for classification of developed and developing countries.

L
**The inclusion of the weekly press_in the Pacific sample was necessary
because many of the counfries in the Pacific do not have a daily press.
Western Samoa, for mple, an independent country of about 160,000 people,
is served only by wee _r less frequent publications.

/
-
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" Table 4. Rim and Pacific Source Comparisons

~

o ,
, * RIM ISLAND
: Developed Developing Daily  Weekly
Own COrrupond;nce v 36.4 29.9 . 16.5 ° 56.4
Unstated 16.5 14.5 . 29.3 29.4
AP 15.5 . 1l.2. 17.4 0.3
UPL " . ’ 5.0 5.8 - 1646 2.5
Reuters 8.7 6.2 3.9% ‘ -
AFP 5.9 7.2 - -

COMBINATIONS

]

Own Corres’pondénce/ .
Unstated —= 52.9 44.4 45.8 85.8

Big Four 35.1 30.4 37.4 2.8

* (AAP-Reuters)

-
A
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greatest variance in the Island press is on Owi\corraapondent. wit§ the
daily press at 16.5 and the weekly press.at 56.4. Given the difficulties
cﬁall. 1¢;s‘ccqnonically strong uewaéapers have in getting outside news,
the local generation of 1nterdht’onal news seems to be a natural develop-
ment. Yet, in Unstated, the results are virtually identical. There are
wide differences in the Island press also in gervice by transnational news
agencies, | |

Iu the Rinm couﬁtr} newapapers.‘there is much less variance, with high
.‘agreement in“the sources for all;categorieq.

The comparison between the developing Rim country daily press and the
Pacific Island daily press (all Pacific Islands are in developing country
status).‘shows diffgrences batween Own Correspondent and Unstaged. as well
- as other sources.. Working from only the flow data, it is h&t possible
to clearly ascribe reasons for these differences; One explanation would
be that the press in the developing Rim countries are more develéped than

the Island press and hence have more foreign correspondents.
k- 4

<
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Remote places, within reach of radio at least, 5ggg or can learn
about the major event occurrins in the uorld, yet can have little understand-
ing of those events. - -~
There are few validity checks in remote societies to screen incoming
news and 1nfornation. Tha traditional soclety (always remote in a global
communication aense), if open to outside £low, has little control over the

effect of what comes in.13

The lack of validity checks doesn't apply
evenly across remote or traditional gocieties, pince.the elite, expatriates
and government segments may have éuilg effective, diversified v idity
checks, at least in the Qreas of primary concern.

Remoteness often stimulates imaginative means to obtain news for the
Pacific Islands presé. As a corollary, often the source or supplier is
lost--the news is from nowtere, as far as the reader is concerned. The
editors, know, or think they g;ow; where the news came from; In any case,
the validity check of the source is lost for the reader.

The 1nabi}ity of the reader to check on the news she is presented is
not limited to remote areas, of course, but is of great interest and impor-
tance in highly developed pr: systems. The relationship of the reporter
to his news source, and his often-times insistence on shielding the identity
of the source, gives a wide range of theoretical speculation on the rela-
ship of identification of source and news flow. Control of information
and information about the source is a power exercised by journalists «nd
others, and the withﬁolding or non-providiné of source information, for
whatever reason, can add to the journalists; power over the information.

Validity checks work two ways. Readers with highly developed press

systems learn little through the news media about remote countries, and hence,

17
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when items about tiwse countries do appear, there are few validity -
ehocks. ‘ ' . .

’i 3 Knowing the source of news also helps to distinsuish betwean hori-
gontal and vertical flow systems. News in the Fiji press about Papua r\’
Guinea, for example, could begorizontal (direct between Fi i and PNG) or
vqrtical (from PNG to Australia to Fiji). Or the case may be more compli~
cated, with a newo'itgp from Tonga moving to Fiji then to Auet;alia, to

\London, to New York, £o San f;ancisco and finally to the American Pacific
press. ihe implications of vertical and horizdntal patterns of communica-

\ tion are great in the context of the Galtungian center-periphery and dominance-
ngendency contexts, as well as the concerns widely expressed by Third World
countries gver the type of news service they get. The vertical systeg.builds
in centralgaed control of the flow in center countries, for example, while the
horizontal-aystém,dieperaes control widely.

The present global patt&rns are, of course, verticﬁl through the Big
Four news agencies and.their television counterparts. This patterns ghows
up clearly in source data from the Pacific, and throﬁgh interviews conducted
in the flow of news study. The emergence of a regional news exchange utilizing

" the ATS-1 satellite, however, has altered this pattern to an extent, ;hd a
newspaper ring devised by the Island press is ;n horizontal lines.

Some of the implicatioﬁs of remoteness and sources of ners in the
Galtungiar context caﬂ be seen in the example of Fiji. A question to start
with is, is Fiji getting what it wants/needs from the present flow of news
patterns, and particularly from its suppliers of news. Or, since the news
comes through its intermediate éenter.couﬂiry a}most exclusively, is it

getting what the news system in.Australia feels the Fiji press wants/needs,

\\\ or,even further, what the Australian news system wants/needs Fiji to have?
N And, if through the Australian system, how well is Fiji being served?

Q \\ ' i 8
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This 1s a fundamental question, and much more than source data is mesded

to explore it across different flow patterns. The Fiji news system is a
highly distinctﬂva axanplé in news flow. Whilé Fiji serves as a hub or
center for news anbnz the smaller Pacific‘lslands, it is at the end of the
world commpnigation line, dependent {ii large neasuré on Australia and
Britain for ika news and information. To furthér lock in this dependency,
one of the two. dailies in Suva is. owned by an Australian conglonarate, which '
has important newspaper mterests in Australia, owns PIM mgazine, and owns
the PNG Post-Courier. A similar dependency in broadcast news**s seeh
through reliance on Radio Australia and the nné. (The second d:i{? in Fiji,
the FiJi Sun. is owned by New Zealand, American and Hong Kong interests).
Into this already heavy web, the source of newspaper news to Fiji goes
througﬂ the Australian Associated Press, which is partners 1n_Reuter§. And,
as shown below, Fiji is a center for gmaller Pacific newspape?s. 8o this '
lock on the news sources is felt well beyond Fiji,~in the flow boﬁh in

and out of the Pacific. Until recently, the Piji‘internationalftelecom—
munication link was owned by a transnational, Cable & wxreless; Ltd., |
which still exerts influence after Fhe Eiji 3overnment'b§ught the Fiji
system. There is also a well-done, informative n;waletter from the Aus-

tralia Embassy in Suva that presents j great deal of information for the

The same pattern can be.aeen for the broadcast media in the Pacific.

N

Island press on Australian-Island actiX;ties.

The French Pacific, for example, is served through television from France,
"and the television systems in American Samoa, Guam, Saipan and the cable
television ;;stems in the Trust Territory distriwts are_linked tightly

to U.S. television sources. The sverseas broadc:'ks of the Radio New

Zealand, Voice of America and the BBC are regularly carried over

s
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donnetic on:vtcea.’gpnerally on bloc linoc. 5 '
This entire pattern is generally consiatent with Galtung's constructs

concern eudal networks and doninance-dependency and center-periphery -

ries, 1{:’;y tecognized by Pacific_;eaderg, and even less between .

cific ilocs. is also consistent“ﬁiéh Galtung.

-

<:::‘—'/ ‘ Alternative News Sources in the Pacific
There has been a long sea@}h by Pacific Island editors for news of

wy

”>

‘&adio. Ehis task war made immensely

the outside world. With the advent of
easier, but difficulties in 3etting'the kinds and quality of news desired

through practical, timely and economical means are still immense. As noted

above, the Pacific Islands are at the end of the line on the global news

flow system, and much of that is channeled through'tfaditional coloﬁial
lines by transnational agencies home-based in center nz.ions. 8eyeral 91-
ternative sources have developed in the Islands in efforts to meet the
ngeds for regional news and a wider range ok news about the outside world.
The most innovative alternative gsystems have been the five-year regional
news exchange utilizing the ATS-1 weather satellite, and a "newspaper
ring.ﬁ 'Clipping services, audio tape exchapges, and even the television
spillover from American Samoa to Weeterﬁ Samoa provides other unusual
methods of diversifying sources of news and communication in small, remote
places. In addition to these methods, external broadcasts from sevéral
Rim countries, active government information services, international and
regional organizations, travelers and similar traditional forms of news
flow are important.

Satellite News Exchanges. Since 1974, a fegional news exchange has

been conducted over the Peacesat systemls in the Pacific, utilizing the

XX
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AIS-1 satellite. The demustration was started by the South Pacific
Comission, preniaed on the idea that more ragional news was needed in
the Pacific, and later sponsored the Pacific Islands News Association.lS

The news exchange itself is :elatively simple: REach week participat-
ing terminals ‘. the Peacesat network present‘brief news bulletins which
the preparer feels will be of interest to other Pacific Island éountriea,
and when she is finished, the next person in order gives his bulletin;

. ATS=1 and the Peapebat_syatém’are appropriaté technology for the
Pacific Islands, and offer low-cost, two-way, interactive communication
aﬁong the widely scattered Pacificllslanda, with a local hand-on‘thé
control switch, and each terminal locally funded. The source data demon-
strate that the regional news exchange was the‘ouly effective means used
for "across bloc" flows in the British, Amarican and French areas: This
was shown in the Cook.Islands News, which weekly published all of the
stories about the other islands carried over Peacesat, and it was the only
newspaper in the Pacific sample to provide thusly diversified sources from
French, Aﬁcrican and British areas.l’ .

Ode sighificant reason other newspapers, such as the Fiji Timgs, did
not utilize the sources available over the news exchange was opposition
by local post and telegfaph authorities, and ﬁhrough the in;ernational tele-
communications carr.er, Caﬁle & Wireless. Other reasons were on a more
practical level--the"difficu1t§ of transcribing the exchanges, the lack of
broadcust quality, the time it takes with limited news personztl, cdmpeti—
tion with local news, and, sometimes, a general lack of interest in the types
of stories sent over the exchange. Occasional use of exchange bulletins

was made by broadcasting services in Papua Nevw Guinea, Fiji, and, outside

the Islands, New Zealand.
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Efforts to upgtade and widen participation in the exchange were undetway
in early 1979. 18

The !uture of the news exchange and Peacesat system itself is in

question becuuse of the uncertainty over the life of ATS-1 and unlikely

prospects of a successor or new form of appropriate satellite communica-
tion in the Pacific. The~36§ate over small terminals in satellite commu-
nication is important in this context, and is being discussed in the con~
text of the World Administrative Rndio Conference in September 1979.19

The Peacesat new; exchange system in any case demonstrates the potean-
tial of diversifying sources and opening up periphery-to-periphery sources,
and acrosa colonial bloc sources, and has practical as wallraa theoretical
1nportance.

Even the marvels of satellite ccuamunication cannct overceme the on-
ground situation of the press in a developing country--and this is especially
true on Q'tiny, isolated Pacific Island. Niue, for example, found it a
great strain on 1ts'l;mited ﬁews staff resourées to prepare for the Peace-~

20

sat news exchange,“” and even Papua New Cuinea, with a well-developed radio

servicé; found the preparation needed to partipipate ‘.0 be a strain on its
staff.21 . A

Another variation of the news exchange was the Press Confer:nce of the
Pacific. On two occasions, news figures were participating at one terminal,
and journalists at other terminals would ask them questions, news conference
style. While this format worked ‘-easonably well, there was no institutional
framework in which to sustain the cunferences.

In addition, numerous public affairs type of exchanges are carried

on in social, cultural, educational, health snd other contexts over the

satellite system offering a wide diversity of sources on developmental news,

¥
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not usually open to Island editors. Faw editors or broadcasters use or
| even seem aware of this source of developnéﬂtniéwa from 16 different
Island terminals.

On several occasions, Island journalists ﬁave.discuaaed professional

concerns over the satellite system. '

Newspaper Ring. For many of the smaller papers, getting regional
news presents major problems. One imaginative way to overcome this, within
; Pacific way time frame, is called a newspaper ring by Allen. The proce-
dure is siﬁble ind informal. Newspapers are exchanged through a group of

‘ items of interest are republished. The other newspapérs

newspapeis
becomc.}Pe o§r¢¢§: Qllen_deacribes it thusly:

Because of the lack of any faster method news exchange, regionally,
many of the islands participate in a gemi~formal newspaper exchange
"ring." That is, island newspaper peo, le send copies of their
papers through the mail (by boat) to other islands. Not all

island papers participate and those that do send their papers to
only some ¢f the other islands--nonetheless, this "ring" is still
the major method of regional printed news exchange among islands.

Allen compares the newspéper exchange to the trading ring in the
Trobriand Islands, describéh by Malinowski.

The Fiji Times, fdr years the premief newspaper in the South Pacific,
is the main relay paper in the ring because of its telex link to AAP and
Australia and hence the "outside" world. Meﬁbers of the ring include the
Fiji Times, Tonga Chronicle,-Samoa Times, Cook Islands News, and sometimes
the Samoa News and others. The ring is basically within the "British
Pacific."

The satellite news exchange and the newspaper ring are the most un-
usual and imaginative of the sources for international and regional news
in the Pacific,‘and there are several other means by which news filters

into the island press. One of the difficulties in the flow study was to
o~
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identify the sources, and estimate their input Xnto the tota; content
of the Pacific Islands press.

6§o;gggg Bzggggggtgﬁg Services. Probably the most underreported
soutce of international news to the Pacific Ialaﬁdé press is the ove:aéas

radio service, primarily from Australia, New Zealand, Britain, and the .

G

tion of the radio 1630 published in the Island press shows the importance
of Radio Australia, Radio New Zealand, BBC, and tha‘vaice of America. One
important development, while noﬁ breaking the center-periphery'yattern
entirely, is the service by Radio New Zealand. The service takes feeds
of bulletins from the various island countries, and then broadcasts the
news back to the Pacific Islands, in various local languages, including,+

Maori, Samoan, Cook Island Maori, Tokelauan, Tongan, and Niuean. While

this still keeps the gatekdeper in an 1nterqsdiate center Eountry. there
is important periphery input into the'comnunication process,

Government Information Services. In paraliel with the overseas
broadcasting services, the various government information services and
international and regional organizations send materials to the Island press
in the form.of newsletters, news releases, and so forth. From personal
obser?ﬁtion. much of this kind 6f material is used in the Island‘press.

Radio Tape Exchanges. A weekly program called "Pacific Voices" was

developed over a period of years by the South Pacific Commission's Radio
Bureau in Suva, and provided through the mail copies of programs from
different Islands. Not all of thé tapes were focused on news, however,
and Suva‘ofteu ended up having to provide the ta;e to the other islands,
While not a major source of information about other islands, the tape

A

exchange deno?atrates another mode of intra-Pacific exchange.

L
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International Pyblications. There is ample evidence of the pervasive-

neds.of such :l.neerut:loul publications as I‘ine, Newsweek and, in the Pacific

© context, PIM (Pacific Islanda Monthly). Thore are other specialf; od’ publica-

tions, such as the Pacific Islands Coumunication Newsletter, that provide

. . . \ . .
some international and regional news. Newspapers from Australia, New Zea-
land and yawiii are found q::::}bn‘;ly in the South Pacific and Micronesia

- but are not a general source of news. .

LK J

| Clipping éerﬁices. There has beehta histo;;gaf clipping services in
the Pacific Islands but few of them seem to have made any lasting impact.
Tvo of the recent ones include the Glen Wright Clipping Service (which
turned up as a source in our study), and the venture by the Pacific Islands
ﬁ;wa Asaoéiation,'which lasted for one prototype round of clippings. Clip-
ping services nny‘be an appropriate technology for the Pacific Islands but

"-_'"'f‘- if'far no sustainable aysten has developed.

The Pacific Islands press demonstrates a wide variety of unusual and .
ordinary means .to ovgisgme limited sources of international news from the
world communication systems, and offers practical and theoretical implica- *

tions for study ;¥ the flow of 7fws. \

1
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This paper exanines the gources of international news in the Pacific, .’
Island preos in a Galtungian framework, and explotos the relattonahip
. between the renoteness and 1solation of the Phcific press andwila sources -
of news.!:The data on.4augces came from a £1ow of news study'foégged on
the wveek of Novaanr 1-7, 1976. Galtungian concepts of center~periphery
and dominance-dependence are related to sources and conditions 6£ remoteneas.
.Alternative news sources are d?scribed, 1ﬁcludins a s;tellite regional news

exchange ‘and a "newspaper ring." The concept of "news from nowhere" is

developed from the high percentage of articles that.werg not attributed in

éhe Iélaﬁd press. Comparisons were made between the 1sland, press and selected
Pacific Rim country newspapers. Th; 80° “ze data‘are consistent with the
Galtungian construct that the flow 4111 be essentially from the center to.
the periphef&--there were no soufces of news frqq,the_lsland periphery in
the center countries (hardly any news at all)--and that the center countries,
particularly those with historical colo;ial coﬁnections, will predominate as
é; sources in the periphery press. A further source finding was the general

lack of "cross bloc" use of sources--ghe "British Pacific” used British-

Australian sources, the "American Pacific" used American ;burcg;, apd ghe

French areas depended on France for their sources of international news.

The satellite was noted as breaking this bloc confinement, and providing

a means of cutting across the "feudal networks," in Galtung's term.

The content analysis category of source of news is a standard one,
and, while high reliability can be attained with it, much finer analysis

and tracking of news stories and their sources seem to be needed. A

story supplied to Fiji through the Australian Associated Press, as noted

4
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abogg. could come from a variety of othﬁr souréea, including Reuters, the
Associated Press and the United Press International. And in the ”Unstaté;"
category, the news literglly could come from almogt anywhere. A much
c}earef‘{dea of the world communication flow vill be possible with further
work‘oq the source of news.

Source data is also vieﬁed as an indicator of temoéeness. In one sense,

the fewer the sources, the more remote the press system; in‘another sense,
&

the shared patterns of sources can indicate a closeness, or lack of remoteness,

between and among various press systems. That is, since Fiji and Papua New
Guinea newspapers are&éupblied by the same séurces, they can be viewed as not

L ]
being remote from each other--after all, they are exposed‘{? the same world

news agenda, and thus have a certain shared view of the world.  Yet they’
A - \

know little about eéqch other, since there is little exchange of news ‘about

their countries. The agencies supplying the press systens do .not provide '

that kind of material to any extent.

L4

An emerging problem with content analysis using a source category, aside
from those above, is that so many natxénal'news agencies have grown 1ﬁ recent

years, with a great variety of arrangements with tﬁe transnational news

agencies, and it is not always clear where a transnational agency or a
L}
national news agency receives the story they send on, even though they

are labeled as the "source" in the newspapers. As Rosenblum notes, trans-
national news agencies and national news agencies form a '"layered global
network almost too complex to plot aecuratei;,"

While this uncertainty over sources creates a certain lack of precision

in flow of news research, it is indicative of an opening up, a diversity of

opportunities to gain a broader view of events. The area of focus in this

v
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paper--the Pacific lala;da press--accentuates.many of the problems of news
flow and sources of news, and makes the underlying pattern clearer. While
there has been a communication technological tevolgfion, many+of the pre-
existing communication patterns and structures prevaillin news flow.

The aata}lltelis here, but so still ani the)rost and Telegraph constraints
on its ﬁae,_as the Pacific Islands case demonstrates. Tbe case of the
Pacific Islands raises the questions of what are the rights of and.the

rights to communication for people in remote and iselated areas, on the

'S .

'unecoqphical fringe of the world communication systems. They have few

"events" or "news" of value to the developed world, and they present few
news marketins opportunities for the transnational news agencies. Flow.
researéb points out the o§vious problems for such places, and some possible
helpful steps, such ;s small terminal satellite systems, but the long-term

1

stractural changes needed are not clear.

-
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: APPIRDI? A
COUNTRY AND PAPER LIST

-

1. American Samoa Samoa News, News Bulletin

2, Cook lslands * Cook Islands News .-
3. P " F1j1 Times, Nai Lalakai

4. Gilbert Islands Atoll Pioneer

5. Guam Pacific Daily News

6. Hawaii { Honolulu Advertiser, Honolulu Star-Bulletin
7. New Caledonia La France Australe |
8. US-Trust Territories Marianas Variety, Micromesia Independent
9. Niue Tohi Tala Niue

10. Norfolk Jslands Norfolk Islander

11. Papua ﬁew Guinea o Papua New Guipea Post Courier, Lae Nius
12. Solomon Islands Solomon News Drum |

13. Tahiti : La Depeche de Tahiti

14, Tonga ' Tonga Chronicle

15. Western Samoa : Samoa Times

16, Australia ‘ Australian

17. New Zealand New Zealand Herald

18. Jupan Asahi Shimbun am

19. United States Los Angeles Times

20. United States " New York Times —

21. Canada : Vgncouver Sun ¢

22. Taiwan | United Daily News

23.. China People's ﬁaily

24. South Korea Dong-A Ilbo

25. Indonesia Kompas

26. Thailand Siam Rath .

27. 1India Times of India

o | 3




-,
N

APPENDIX B

DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRY CLASSIFICATION

VELOPED
Australia
New Zealand

| Japan -
United States

Canada

DEVELOPING RIM

Taivan

chiga

‘South Korea

Indonesia
Thailand
India

<
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DEVELOPING ISLANDS

American Samoa
Cook Islands
Fiji

Gilbert Islands
Guam

New Caledonia
Trust Territories
Niue

Norfolk Islands
Papua New Guinea
Solomon Islands
Tahiti

Tenga

Western Samoa .



